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AMENDMENTS TO ASSEMBLY BILL NO. 3366 
AS AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY MAY 20, 2020 

  
  

Amendment 1 
In the title, strike out line 2 and insert: 

  
An act to amend Section 68115 of the Government Code, relating to judicial 
emergencies. 

  
Amendment 2 

On page 2, before line 1, insert: 
  

SECTION 1.   Section 68115 of the Government Code is amended to read: 
68115.   (a) When war, an act of terrorism, public unrest or calamity, epidemic, 

natural disaster, or other substantial risk to the health and welfare of court personnel 
or the public, or the danger thereof, the destruction of or danger to the building appointed 
for holding the court, a large influx of criminal cases resulting from a large number of 
arrests within a short period of time, or a condition that leads to a state of emergency 
being proclaimed by the President of the United States or by the Governor pursuant to 
Section 8625, threatens the orderly operation of a superior court location or locations 
within a county or renders presence in, or access to, an affected court facility or facilities 
unsafe, the presiding judge may request and the Chairperson of the Judicial Council 
may, notwithstanding any other law, by order authorize the court to do one or more of 
the following: 

(1) Hold sessions anywhere within the county. 
(2) Transfer civil cases pending trial in the court to a superior court in another 

county. A transfer shall not be made pursuant to this paragraph except as follows: 
(A) With the consent of all parties to the case, a pending civil case may be 

transferred to a superior court in any county. 
(B) Upon a finding by the court that extreme or undue hardship would result 

unless the case is transferred for trial, a pending civil case may be transferred to any 
superior court in an adjacent county or to any superior court within 100 miles of the 
border of the county in which the court impacted by the emergency is situated. In 
addition to the foregoing, if a court is located within an area identified to be within the 
boundary of a state of emergency proclaimed by the Governor pursuant to Section 
8625, a pending civil case may be transferred to any superior court within 100 miles 
of the outer boundary of the area proclaimed to be experiencing a state of emergency. 

(3) Any civil case so transferred pursuant to paragraph (2) shall be integrated 
into the existing caseload of the court to which it is transferred pursuant to rules to be 
provided by the Judicial Council. This section does not affect a court’s authority under 
Section 69740. 

(4) Declare that a date or dates on which an emergency condition, as described 
in this section, substantially interfered with the public’s ability to file papers in a court 
facility or facilities be deemed a holiday for purposes of computing the time for filing 
papers with the court under Sections 12 and 12a of the Code of Civil Procedure. This 
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paragraph applies to the fewest days necessary under the circumstances of the 
emergency, as determined by the Chairperson of the Judicial Council. 

(5) Declare that a date on which an emergency condition, as described in this 
section, prevented the court from either (A) conducting proceedings governed by 
Section 825 of the Penal Code, or Section 315, 334, 631, 632, 637, or 657 of the Welfare 
and Institutions Code, or (B) accepting the filing of petitions for purposes of Section 
313 or 631 of the Welfare and Institutions Code, be deemed a holiday for purposes of 
computing time under those statutes. This paragraph applies to the fewest days necessary 
under the circumstances of the emergency, as determined by the Chairperson of the 
Judicial Council. 

(6) Extend the time periods provided in Sections 583.310 and 583.320 of the 
Code of Civil Procedure to bring an action to trial. The extension shall be for the fewest 
days necessary under the circumstances of the emergency, as determined by the 
Chairperson of the Judicial Council. 

(7) Extend the duration of any temporary restraining order that would otherwise 
expire because an emergency condition, as described in this section, prevented the 
court from conducting proceedings to determine whether a permanent order should be 
entered. The extension shall be for the fewest days necessary under the circumstances 
of the emergency, as determined by the Chairperson of the Judicial Council. 

(8) Within the affected county during a state of emergency resulting from a 
natural or human-made disaster proclaimed by the President of the United States or 
by the Governor pursuant to Section 8625 of the Government Code, 8625, extend the 
time period provided in Section 825 of the Penal Code within which a defendant charged 
with a felony offense shall be taken before a magistrate from 48 hours to not more than 
seven days, with the number of days to be designated by the Chairperson of the Judicial 
Council. This authorization shall be effective for 30 days unless it is extended by a 
new request and a new order. 

(9) Extend the time period provided in Section 859b of the Penal Code for the 
holding of a preliminary examination from 10 court days to not more than 15 court 
days. 

(10) Extend the time period provided in Section 1382 of the Penal Code within 
which the trial must be held by not more than 30 days, but the trial of a defendant in 
custody whose time is so extended shall be given precedence over all other cases. 

(11) Within the affected area of a county during a state of emergency resulting 
from a natural or human-made disaster proclaimed by the President of the United States 
or by the Governor pursuant to Section 8625 of the Government Code, 8625, extend 
the time periods provided in Sections 313, 315, 632, and 637 of the Welfare and 
Institutions Code, with the number of days to be designated by the Chairperson of the 
Judicial Council. The extension of time shall be for the shortest period of time necessary 
under the circumstances of the emergency, but the time period shall not be extended 
to more than seven days. This authorization shall be effective for 30 days unless it is 
extended by a new request and a new order. With regard to the time periods provided 
in Sections 632 and 637 of the Welfare and Institutions Code, this paragraph applies 
only if the minor has been charged with a felony. 

(12) Within the affected county during a state of emergency resulting from a 
natural or human-made disaster proclaimed by the President of the United States or 
by the Governor pursuant to Section 8625 of the Government Code, 8625, extend the 
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time period provided in Sections 334 and 657 of the Welfare and Institutions Code 
within which a hearing on a juvenile court petition shall be held by not more than 15 
days, with the number of days to be designated by the Chairperson of the Judicial 
Council. This authorization shall be effective for 30 days unless it is extended by a 
new request and a new order. With regard to the time periods provided in Section 657 
of the Welfare and Institutions Code, this paragraph applies only if the minor has been 
charged with a felony. 

(b) If the Chairperson of the Judicial Council determines that a circumstance 
warranting relief specified in subdivision (a) threatens the orderly operation of superior 
court locations in more than one county, or renders presence in, or access to affected 
facilities unsafe, the Chairperson of the Judicial Council may, notwithstanding any 
other law, issue an order sua sponte authorizing multiple courts to implement some or 
all of the relief provided for in subdivision (a). 

(b) 
(c) The limitations on extensions of time provided for in subdivision (a) and 

applicable to subdivision (b) set forth the maximum respective extensions allowable 
from the time when the Chairperson of the Judicial Council makes a determination 
that circumstances warranting relief under this section exist. The limitations on 
extensions of time do not preclude the Chairperson of the Judicial Council, at the 
request of a presiding judge, judge as provided in subdivision (a), or upon the 
determination of the Chairperson of the Judicial Council as provided in subdivision 
(b), from granting further extensions, up to the maximum permitted under the relevant 
paragraph, upon making a renewed determination that circumstances warranting relief 
under this section continue to exist. 

  
Amendment 3 

On page 2, strike out lines 1 to 7, inclusive 
  

- 0 - 
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PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO ASSEMBLY BILL NO. 3366 

AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY MAY 20, 2020 

AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY MAY 4, 2020 

california legislature—2019–20 regular session 

ASSEMBLY BILL  No. 3366 

Introduced by Committee on Judiciary (Assembly Members 
Mark Stone (Chair), Chau, Chiu, Gonzalez, Holden, Kalra, 
Maienschein, and Reyes) 

March 5, 2020 

An act relating to judicial emergencies. An act to amend Section 
68115 of the Government Code, relating to judicial emergencies.

legislative counsel’s digest 

AB 3366, as amended, Committee on Judiciary. Judicial emergencies. 
Existing law authorizes a presiding judge of a superior court to request 

that the Chairperson of the Judicial Council order the court to take 
certain actions when war, an act of terrorism, public unrest or calamity, 
epidemic, natural disaster, or other substantial risk to the health and 
welfare of court personnel or the public, or the danger thereof, threatens 
the orderly operation of the courts or makes court facilities unsafe, 
including, but not limited to, holding court sessions anywhere within 
the county, transferring civil cases to another county, or extending the 
time periods for bringing an action to trial, as specified. 

This bill would state the intent of the Legislature to enact legislation 
to clarify the authority of the Chairperson of the Judicial Council to 
make specified orders under circumstances warranting relief that threaten 
the orderly operation of superior court locations in more than one county 
or that renders presence in, or access to, affected facilities unsafe. 
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This bill would additionally allow the Chairperson of the Judicial 
Council to issue an order of their own accord authorizing multiple 
courts to implement some or all of that relief if the chairperson 
determines that emergency conditions threaten the orderly operation 
of superior court locations in more than one county, or render presence 
in, or access to, affected facilities unsafe. 

Vote:   majority.   Appropriation:   no.  Fiscal committee:   no yes.​

State-mandated local program:   no.​

The people of the State of California do enact as follows: 

SECTION 1. Section 68115 of the  Government Code  is 
amended to read:

68115. (a)  When war, an act of terrorism, public unrest or 
calamity, epidemic, natural disaster, or other substantial risk to the 
health and welfare of court personnel or the public, or the danger 
thereof, the destruction of or danger to the building appointed for 
holding the court, a large influx of criminal cases resulting from 
a large number of arrests within a short period of time, or a 
condition that leads to a state of emergency being proclaimed by 
the President of the United States or by the Governor pursuant to 
Section 8625, threatens the orderly operation of a superior court 
location or locations within a county or renders presence in, or 
access to, an affected court facility or facilities unsafe, the presiding 
judge may request and the Chairperson of the Judicial Council 
may, notwithstanding any other law, by order authorize the court 
to do one or more of the following: 

(1)  Hold sessions anywhere within the county. 
(2)  Transfer civil cases pending trial in the court to a superior 

court in another county. A transfer shall not be made pursuant to 
this paragraph except as follows: 

(A)  With the consent of all parties to the case, a pending civil 
case may be transferred to a superior court in any county. 

(B)  Upon a finding by the court that extreme or undue hardship 
would result unless the case is transferred for trial, a pending civil 
case may be transferred to any superior court in an adjacent county 
or to any superior court within 100 miles of the border of the 
county in which the court impacted by the emergency is situated. 
In addition to the foregoing, if a court is located within an area 
identified to be within the boundary of a state of emergency 
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proclaimed by the Governor pursuant to Section 8625, a pending 
civil case may be transferred to any superior court within 100 miles 
of the outer boundary of the area proclaimed to be experiencing a 
state of emergency. 

(3)  Any civil case so transferred pursuant to paragraph (2) shall 
be integrated into the existing caseload of the court to which it is 
transferred pursuant to rules to be provided by the Judicial Council. 
This section does not affect a court’s authority under Section 
69740. 

(4)  Declare that a date or dates on which an emergency 
condition, as described in this section, substantially interfered with 
the public’s ability to file papers in a court facility or facilities be 
deemed a holiday for purposes of computing the time for filing 
papers with the court under Sections 12 and 12a of the Code of 
Civil Procedure. This paragraph applies to the fewest days 
necessary under the circumstances of the emergency, as determined 
by the Chairperson of the Judicial Council. 

(5)  Declare that a date on which an emergency condition, as 
described in this section, prevented the court from either (A) 
conducting proceedings governed by Section 825 of the Penal 
Code, or Section 315, 334, 631, 632, 637, or 657 of the Welfare 
and Institutions Code, or (B) accepting the filing of petitions for 
purposes of Section 313 or 631 of the Welfare and Institutions 
Code, be deemed a holiday for purposes of computing time under 
those statutes. This paragraph applies to the fewest days necessary 
under the circumstances of the emergency, as determined by the 
Chairperson of the Judicial Council. 

(6)  Extend the time periods provided in Sections 583.310 and 
583.320 of the Code of Civil Procedure to bring an action to trial. 
The extension shall be for the fewest days necessary under the 
circumstances of the emergency, as determined by the Chairperson 
of the Judicial Council. 

(7)  Extend the duration of any temporary restraining order that 
would otherwise expire because an emergency condition, as 
described in this section, prevented the court from conducting 
proceedings to determine whether a permanent order should be 
entered. The extension shall be for the fewest days necessary under 
the circumstances of the emergency, as determined by the 
Chairperson of the Judicial Council. 
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(8)  Within the affected county during a state of emergency 
resulting from a natural or human-made disaster proclaimed by 
the President of the United States or by the Governor pursuant to 
Section 8625 of the Government Code, 8625, extend the time 
period provided in Section 825 of the Penal Code within which a 
defendant charged with a felony offense shall be taken before a 
magistrate from 48 hours to not more than seven days, with the 
number of days to be designated by the Chairperson of the Judicial 
Council. This authorization shall be effective for 30 days unless 
it is extended by a new request and a new order. 

(9)  Extend the time period provided in Section 859b of the Penal 
Code for the holding of a preliminary examination from 10 court 
days to not more than 15 court days. 

(10)  Extend the time period provided in Section 1382 of the 
Penal Code within which the trial must be held by not more than 
30 days, but the trial of a defendant in custody whose time is so 
extended shall be given precedence over all other cases. 

(11)  Within the affected area of a county during a state of 
emergency resulting from a natural or human-made disaster 
proclaimed by the President of the United States or by the Governor 
pursuant to Section 8625 of the Government Code, 8625, extend 
the time periods provided in Sections 313, 315, 632, and 637 of 
the Welfare and Institutions Code, with the number of days to be 
designated by the Chairperson of the Judicial Council. The 
extension of time shall be for the shortest period of time necessary 
under the circumstances of the emergency, but the time period 
shall not be extended to more than seven days. This authorization 
shall be effective for 30 days unless it is extended by a new request 
and a new order. With regard to the time periods provided in 
Sections 632 and 637 of the Welfare and Institutions Code, this 
paragraph applies only if the minor has been charged with a felony. 

(12)  Within the affected county during a state of emergency 
resulting from a natural or human-made disaster proclaimed by 
the President of the United States or by the Governor pursuant to 
Section 8625 of the Government Code, 8625, extend the time 
period provided in Sections 334 and 657 of the Welfare and 
Institutions Code within which a hearing on a juvenile court 
petition shall be held by not more than 15 days, with the number 
of days to be designated by the Chairperson of the Judicial Council. 
This authorization shall be effective for 30 days unless it is 

97 

— 4 — AB 3366 

  

+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+



PROPOSED AMENDMENTS

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS

RN 20 12310 05
05/26/20 01:49 PM
SUBSTANTIVE

RN 20 12310 05 05/26/20

SECURED

COPY

SECURED

COPY

extended by a new request and a new order. With regard to the 
time periods provided in Section 657 of the Welfare and Institutions 
Code, this paragraph applies only if the minor has been charged 
with a felony. 

(b)  If the Chairperson of the Judicial Council determines that 
a circumstance warranting relief specified in subdivision (a) 
threatens the orderly operation of superior court locations in more 
than one county, or renders presence in, or access to affected 
facilities unsafe, the Chairperson of the Judicial Council may, 
notwithstanding any other law, issue an order sua sponte 
authorizing multiple courts to implement some or all of the relief 
provided for in subdivision (a). 

(b) 
(c)  The limitations on extensions of time provided for in 

subdivision (a) and applicable to subdivision (b) set forth the 
maximum respective extensions allowable from the time when the 
Chairperson of the Judicial Council makes a determination that 
circumstances warranting relief under this section exist. The 
limitations on extensions of time do not preclude the Chairperson 
of the Judicial Council, at the request of a presiding judge, judge 
as provided in subdivision (a), or upon the determination of the 
Chairperson of the Judicial Council as provided in subdivision 
(b), from granting further extensions, up to the maximum permitted 
under the relevant paragraph, upon making a renewed 
determination that circumstances warranting relief under this 
section continue to exist. 

SECTION 1. It is the intent of the Legislature to enact 
legislation to clarify the authority of the Chairperson of the Judicial 
Council to make one or more of the orders specified in Section 
68115 of the Government Code under circumstances warranting 
relief that threaten the orderly operation of superior court locations 
in more than one county or that renders presence in, or access to, 
affected facilities unsafe. 
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